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In this 2nd class, we focused on the first few steps towards creating language learning
videos. First we used the app named Protake and reviewed the various features available on
the free version. Thereafter, we started shooting videos of ad-hoc conversations between
language teachers. We filmed from different angles simultaneously for video editing purposes.
We also videoed basic self-introductions. We then exported all of the videos onto Adobe
Premier CC (“Adobe”). From there, the instructor taught us how to:

1) Import our raw footage into a sequence; open up the videos and highlight
unnecessary portions (I-key/O-key), drag onto a timeline, delete the unnecessary portions
through the razer tool. Right there and then, we’ve successfully edited the videos. Thus, we
language teachers began our journey as video editors.

2) We continued this process, but with multiple overlapping segments of videos.
Throughout the process of editing, we also learned how to synchronize the sound with the
videos, while panning between videos with smooth fading transitions. Overlapping multiple
video and audio files and editing them at the same time can be a daunting task. Nevertheless,
Adobe can be a formidable software for language teaching purposes.

3) Two videos were taken with a single shot. The other two videos adopted two
techniques. In the third video, Marina and Sally were discussing students’ internship and
relevant issues. Two phone cameras simultaneously shot the scene, one focused only on
Marina and one on Sally. Once it’s done, the two videos need be edited, trimmed and
arranged to display the shift of focus from left (Sally) to right (Marina) or vice versa. In the
fourth video, Ken and Sally were exchanging thoughts on the on-line teaching with TEAMS.
Two phone cameras simultaneously shot the scene but this time one close-up and one
long-distance. Then we placed the two videos and audios on the track, cutting, editing and
transitioning them into the effect of zoom-in and zoom-out. So the audience may have
diversified viewing experience.

4) One of the videos was shot vertically different from the rest. It can be modified by
clicking on the Effect Control, Motion and then Rotation, and keying in -90. By doing so, it was
adjusted to align with horizontal ones. It is important to learn short-cut keys to enlarge and
narrow the video and sound tracks efficiently, such as Control +/- (video) and Alto +/- (audio).
Alto + left arrow is to fine-tune the audio, or simply mute one of the sound tracks. Then we
had to “Save As” the project so it can be further processed and added subtitles later on.
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